
Rationale

Viability
Size/scale/ complexity 3 3MLoc, very modular, and about 12 committers 

Activity 3 Very active, with over 540 commits in the past year

Community 3

Approachability
Clear on-ramp 3

Suitability
Appropriate Artifacts 2

Contributor Support 3

Critical Total: 17

Mission Critical Criteria  (Mission Critical criteria are characteristics of the FOSS project that must be present in order to support student success. )

Rating
(1-3)

Very regular downloads (over 800 this week, almost 60000 past year), very active user and developer 
community – IRC is very actie and busy and OpenMRS Talk is also current and active.

The website has a very clear and detailed set of instructions and guides for those interested in joining the 
project in any capacity.  There is more detail for certain roles than others. For exaple, translators have 
much less guidance than developers.

Although there are many introductory bug issues, most of those that I looked at would require a significant 
amount of background prep for a typical student to tackle.  The issues are often stated clearly, and in a few 
cases the fix appeared to be easy to make, but for the majority of cases in the introductory category, the 
learning curve seemed steep for a typical undergraduate with two or three semester of programming 
experience. In addition, the steps required to work on a bug are complex, although they are outlined very 
carefully in the ticket documentation page. For example, the bug fix requires some knowledge of unit 
testing and the use of GitHub.

Instructions for uploading code are easy to follow. IRC is very active and current, and responses to 
questions do seem friendly and supportive.  Resources are plentiful. Documentation for creating tickets is 
clear.



Rationale

Viability
Domain 3

Maturity 3 The project is very mature as it has been through many major and minor releases.

User Support 3

Roadmap 2 The roadmaps are, as they put it, a work in progress, with much room for improvement.

Approachability
Contribution Types 2

3 The contribution process for students is well documented.

Student Friendliness 3 Very friendly.

Suitability
Product Description 3

Platform 2

Development Features 2

Secondary Total: 26

Secondary Criteria  (Secondary Criteria are criteria that contribute to the success of student experiences, however a FOSS project may fail to meet one or two of these criteria and 
still be a viable project for student participation.)

Rating
(1-3)

It may sound like knowledge of medicine and medical terms is important, but the medical informatics 
knowledge is one small part of the learning curve, and the project has a tutorial document to teach the 
developer the concepts. Much of what the student needs to know is database management.

The project documentation is extensive and detailed and the website is very well organized, making it easy 
to search for the required documentation for a particular task.

Although the number of bugs might be small for a class to work on, there are sufficiently many different 
tasks, such as testing and documentation to keep a class occupied.

Openness to 
Contributions

The OpenMRS About page gives a clear overview of  what OpenMRS is, why it came into existence and 
who is working on it. One can download a PDF file and a video which describe the purpose of the project 
and how it is used around the world to efficiently manage medical records. 

Runs on  Windows, Mac OS, and Linux operating systems provided that they can support the required Java 
runtime environment (meaning that some platforms might pose installation difficulties.) The website 
provides information on installation and links to all required tools. Students who have programmed in Java 
should be familiar with these tools, but not those who do not program in Java.

Students must know Java and the database language MySQL  Not all students are so prepared. Students are 
therefore limited in how they can contribute if they do not have this background.
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